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THE GOLDEN BOUGH

The

life of the

Lachlins

and the

deer of

Finchra.

"But iv km the root of the-oik decays,

And the mistletoe divines on its withered breast,
The grass shall grow on ErroPs hearthstane,
And the corbie roup in the. falcons nest" 1

The idea that the fate of a family, as distinct from the
lives of its members, is bound up with a particular plant or
tree, is no doubt comparatively modern. The older view
may have been that the lives of all the Hays were in this
particular mistletoe, just as in the Indian story the lives of
all the ogres are in a lemon ; to break a twig of the mistletoe
would then have been to kill one of the Hays. Similarly in
the island of Rum, whose bold mountains the voyager from
Oban to Skye observes to seaward, it was thought that if one
of the family of Lachlin shot a deer on the mountain of
Finchra, he would die suddenly or contract a distemper which
would soon prove fatal.2 Probably the life of the Lachlins
was bound up with the deer on Finchra, as the life of the
Hays was bound up with the mistletoe on ErroFs oak, and
the life of the Dalhousie family with the Edgewell Tree.

It is not a new opinion that the Golden Bough was the
mistletoe.3 True, Virgil does not identify but only compares

1   Rev.   John   B.    Pratt,    Buckan,
Second Edition (Aberdeen, Edinburgh,
and London,  1859),  p.  342.    " The
corbie roup" means *' the raven croak."
In  former  editions  of this work my
only  source of information as to the
mistletoe and oak of the Hays was an
extract from a newspaper which was
kindly copied and sent to me, without
the name of the newspaper, by the late
Rev. Walter Gregor, M.A., of Pitsligo.
For my acquaintance with the works of
J.   H,   Allan and J.   B.   Pratt  I am
indebted   to   the   researches   of   my
learned friend Mr.  A.  B.  Cook, who
has already quoted them in his article
" The European Sky-God," Folk-lore,
xvii. (1906) pp, 318 sq.

2  M.  Martin,  ** Description of the
Western  Islands  of Scotland," in J.
Pinkerton's Voyages and Travels (Lon-
don, 1808-1814), iii. 661.

3  See    James    Sowerby,    English
Botany', xxi. (London, 1805), p. 1470:
"The Misseltoe is celebrated in story

as the sacred plant of the Druids, and
the Golden Bough of Virgil, which
was Aeneas's passport to the infernal
regions." Again, the author of the
Lexicon Mythologicum concludes, "cum
Jongkio nostro" that the Golden Bough
" was nothing but the mistletoe glori-
fied by poetical license." See Edda
Rhythmica sett Antiquior, vulgo Sae-
mundina dicta^ iii. (Copenhagen,
1828) p. 513 note. C. L. Roch-
holz expresses the same opinion
(Deutscher Claude und Brauch^ Berlin,
1867, i. 9). The subject is discussed
at length by E. Norden, P. Vergilius
Maroy Aeneis Buck VI, (Leipsic, 1903)
pp. 161-171, who, however, does not
even mention the general or popular view
(publica opinio] current in the time of
Servius, that the Golden Bough was
the branch which a candidate for the
priesthood of Diana had to pluck in
the sacred grove of Nemi. I confess
I have more respect for the general
opinion of antiquity than to dismiss it
thus cavalierly without a hearing.